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Community Names Priorities for Local Schools, 
Interested in 21st Century Learning in Safe Schools   

 
REDLANDS, CA – A recently commissioned independent survey conducted in the Redlands 
Unified School District [RUSD] shows residents view the District favorably and provides insight 
into the public’s priorities for local schools.   
 
The survey, conducted by Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz and Associates (FM3) found that top 
community priorities for local schools include continuing to attract and retain quality teachers, 
addressing basic repairs such as removing mold, asbestos and lead paint, improving student 
access to instruction in science, technology, engineering and math, and upgrading schools to 
prepare students for college and careers.   
 
“We agree. Over 60% of local schools are over 50 years old, and some students attend classes in 
outdated portables that are over 30 years old. We’re in urgent need of basic repairs like fixing 
leaky roofs, broken plumbing and bathrooms, upgrading electrical systems, and improving safety 
measures as well fixing outdated labs and classrooms so we can equip student’s with the skills 
they need to succeed in today’s high-tech, highly competitive economy,” said RUSD 
Superintendent Mauricio Arellano.   
 
The survey also evaluated the community’s interest in a potential local funding measure to meet 
these needs. Over sixty percent (60%) of respondents indicated potential interest in a local 
education measure to improve safety and security, continue attracting and retaining quality 
teachers, address mold, asbestos and lead paint, and upgrade vocational, career, science and 
computer classrooms. Two-thirds (66%) of survey respondents recognize there is a need for 
additional District funding.  
 
“We are thankful for this community feedback to date and look forward to working with the 
community to address these issues to ensure a safe, quality learning environment for all our 
students,” Arellano continued. Over the coming months, the District plans to continue gathering 
input from the community regarding their priorities for local schools.  
 
 
 


